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Discovering  
Passion & Purpose

Passion. It’s what keeps you up at night and wakes you up in the morning. It’s a fire inside you that burns bright 
through trials and tribulations, fueled by desire and purpose. You know you’ve found it when you can’t live 
without it. When I first clicked “publish” three years ago, little did I know I was about to embark on something 
that would change my life forever. I was publishing more than a blog post; I was opening the door to a business. 
I was paving the way for authentic friendships, discovering a passion, and finding my purpose amidst a season 
of uncertainty. 

Upon graduating college, I was working full time as a marketing specialist for a home furnishings retailer based 
in the Midwest. This role revealed the world of blogging, and I had fallen in love. I felt an irresistible pull to 
create my own online haven. What started as a way to simply practice writing, photography, graphic design, and 
web development, quickly turned into something much larger — something I now find purpose in every day 
— a small business. 

In the beginning, I wasn’t quite sure where I wanted my blogging journey to go. I don’t think I was supposed to, 
but I did know I wanted each post to provide readers with something of value. 

Through DIY projects, recipes, free downloads, and resources, I aimed to be reader-focused. It wasn’t about 
me, and I didn’t want it to be. Not too long after starting a blog, I searched for a way to make some income 
without plastering the space with ads. The goal was to create a clean aesthetic that fit seamlessly with the 
brand I was building. I found my answer in opening an Etsy shop. I opted to design a few digital art prints to 
see what would happen. Well, a few digital art prints turned into a lot of physical art prints, which turned into 
journals, greeting cards, tote bags, coffee mugs, and more. v
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Every moment in our lives has a purpose and leads us to where we’re meant to be. Since starting a 
blog and opening a shop, the last three years have been a beautiful web of opportunities. Each one 
connected to the next. Those art prints, journals, and greeting cards are now sold at local markets, 
boutiques, and coffee shops. I strongly believe there’s no such thing as a small opportunity. Someone 
you say hello to, online or in person, may be the person who will help write the next chapter of your 
story. You may also play a lead role in theirs. It’s amazing how your dream can help support someone 
else’s dream. 

I’ve been blessed with meeting the kindest, most supportive network of creatives. When you find 
your tribe, love them. Encourage them. These people will become the fuel for your passion. We’re 
in this together; we’re here to support each other. Offering a friendly smile or encouraging word to 
each person you come across is a sure way to not let an opportunity slip away. A small project may 
very well be the stepping stone to something larger. Evaluate each opportunity that comes your 
way with gratitude and an open mind. Words are powerful. They write the story of your life. My 
passion is to design words in a way that resonate with your heart and fill your soul with truth. v
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I knew I discovered my passion two years ago after bringing the shop to life for the first time at 
a local market. This was the first time I had seen a reaction to my work in real life, and it was the 
first time I was able to interact with customers face to face. Seeing people genuinely full of joy 
because of something I designed ignited the fire. There it was, followed by a waterfall of happy 
tears, all stemming from a blog. 

Jillian McClenahan is the mastermind behind The Anastasia Co., producing quality paper goods and 

handcrafted living. To learn more, visit her blog at theanastasiaco.com and follow her on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter (@theanastasiaco). She welcomes email at theanastasiaco@gmail.com.
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